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A bottle of red nail polish for me 
and a pale purple one for you

We sit at the table, 
paper towels underneath our identical hands,
brushing our nails with the colors
like girls at a slumber party,  
and we talk about your life before Papa 

How free you must have felt, Mama, 
before that lilac-coated finger 
was strangled by a golden ring 

https://bluffton.edu/bridge/fall2020
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